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The	Self-Sufficiency	of	God 	

	

The	problem	with	the	gods	
9	All	who	fashion	idols	are	nothing,	and	the	things	they	delight	in	do	not	profit….10	Who	
fashions	a	god	or	casts	an	idol	that	is	profitable	for	nothing?	11	Behold…	the	craftsmen	are	
only	human…	They	shall	be	terrified;	they	shall	be	put	to	shame	together.	
	
12	The	ironsmith	takes	a	cutting	tool	and	works	it	over	the	coals.	He	fashions	it	with	
hammers	and	works	it	with	his	strong	arm.	He	becomes	hungry,	and	his	strength	fails;	he	
drinks	no	water	and	is	faint.	13	The	carpenter	stretches	a	line;	he	marks	it	out	with	a	
pencil.	He	shapes	it	with	planes	and	marks	it	with	a	compass.	He	shapes	it	into	the	figure	
of	a	man,	with	the	beauty	of	a	man,	to	dwell	in	a	house.	14	He	cuts	down	cedars,	or	he	
chooses	a	cypress	tree	or	an	oak...	15	Then	it	becomes	fuel	for	a	man.	He	takes	a	part	of	it	
and	warms	himself;	he	kindles	a	fire	and	bakes	bread.	Also	he	makes	a	god	and	worships	
it;	he	makes	it	an	idol	and	falls	down	before	it.	16	Half	of	it	he	burns	in	the	fire.	Over	the	
half	he	eats	meat;	he	roasts	it	and	is	satisfied.	Also	he	warms	himself	and	says,	“Aha,	I	am	
warm,	I	have	seen	the	fire!”17	And	the	rest	of	it	he	makes	into	a	god,	his	idol,	and	falls	
down	to	it	and	worships	it.	He	prays	to	it	and	says,	“Deliver	me,	for	you	are	my	god!”	
	
18	They	know	not,	nor	do	they	discern,	for	he	has	shut	their	eyes,	so	that	they	cannot	see,	
and	their	hearts,	so	that	they	cannot	understand.	19	No	one	considers,	nor	is	there	
knowledge	or	discernment	to	say,	“Half	of	it	I	burned	in	the	fire;	I	also	baked	bread	on	its	
coals;	I	roasted	meat	and	have	eaten.	And	shall	I	make	the	rest	of	it	an	abomination?	Shall	
I	fall	down	before	a	block	of	wood?”	20	He	feeds	on	ashes;	a	deluded	heart	has	led	him	
astray,	and	he	cannot	deliver	himself	or	say,	“Is	there	not	a	lie	in	my	right	hand?”	
	
	

The	needy	god	
21	…Paul	…	stayed	in	Asia	for	a	while.	23	About	that	time	there	arose	no	little	disturbance	
concerning	the	Way.	24	For	a	man	named	Demetrius,	a	silversmith,	who	made	silver	
shrines	of	Artemis,	brought	no	little	business	to	the	craftsmen.	25	These	he	gathered	
together,	with	the	workmen	in	similar	trades,	and	said,	“Men,	you	know	that	from	this	
business	we	have	our	wealth.	26	And	you	see	and	hear	that	not	only	in	Ephesus	but	in	
almost	all	of	Asia	this	Paul	has	persuaded	and	turned	away	a	great	many	people,	saying	
that	gods	made	with	hands	are	not	gods.	27	And	there	is	danger	not	only	that	this	trade	of	
ours	may	come	into	disrepute	but	also	that	the	temple	of	the	great	goddess	Artemis	may	
be	counted	as	nothing,	and	that	she	may	even	be	deposed	from	her	magnificence,	she	
whom	all	Asia	and	the	world	worship.”	28	When	they	heard	this	they	were	enraged	and	
were	crying	out,	“Great	is	Artemis	of	the	Ephesians!”	(Acts	19:21-28	)	
	

	

Westminster	Confession	of	Faith,	Chapter	2.2	
God	has	all	life,	glory,	goodness,	blessedness,	in	and	of	Himself;	and	is	alone	in	
and	unto	Himself	all-sufficient,	not	standing	in	need	of	any	creatures	which	He	

has	made,	nor	deriving	any	glory	from	them,	but	only	manifesting	His	own	
glory	in,	by,	unto,	and	upon	them.	He	is	the	alone	fountain	of	all	being...		

	
	
	
God	has	no	necessary	relation	to	anyone	
	

For	every	beast	of	the	forest	is	mine,	the	cattle	on	a	thousand	hills.		I	know	all	the	
birds	of	the	hills,	and	all	that	moves	in	the	field	is	mine.	“If	I	were	hungry,	I	would	

not	tell	you,	for	the	world	and	its	fullness	are	mine.”	(Psalm	50:10-12)	
	
48	Yet	the	Most	High	does	not	dwell	in	houses	made	by	hands,	as	the	prophet	
says,	49	“‘Heaven	is	my	throne,	and	the	earth	is	my	footstool.	What	kind	of	house	

will	you	build	for	me,	says	the	Lord,	or	what	is	the	place	of	my	rest?	50	Did	not	my	
hand	make	all	these	things?’	(Acts	7:48-50)	

	
The	God	who	made	the	world	and	everything	in	it,	being	Lord	of	heaven	and	

earth,	does	not	live	in	temples	made	by	man,	nor	is	he	served	by	human	hands,	
as	though	he	needed	anything,	since	he	himself	gives	to	all	mankind	life	and	

breath	and	everything.	(Acts	17:24-25)	
	

“You	are	worthy,	our	Lord	and	God,	to	receive	glory	and	honor	and	power,	for	
you	created	all	things,	and	by	your	will	they	were	created	and	have	their	being.”	

(Revelation	4:11)	
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What	is	God’s	primary	identity?	
Creator?		Ruler?	Law-Giver?		

What	was	God	doing	before	creation?	
Father…	you	loved	me	before	the	foundation	of	the	world.	(John	17:24)	

	
God’s	primary	identity	is	that	of	Father	

For	you	are	our	Father…	you,	O	LORD,	are	our	Father…(Isaiah	63:16)	
	

God	has	always	been	love,	and	his	love	is	not	a	selfish	love	
When	Jesus	was	baptized,	immediately	he	went	up	from	the	water,	and	behold,	

the	heavens	were	opened	to	him,	and	he	saw	the	Spirit	of	God	descending	like	a	
dove	and	coming	to	rest	on	him;	and	behold,	a	voice	from	heaven	said,	“This	is	

my	beloved	Son,	with	whom	I	am	well	pleased.”	(Matthew	3:16-17)	
	

…	God	is	love.	In	this	the	love	of	God	was	made	manifest	among	us,	that	God	

sent	his	only	Son	into	the	world,	so	that	we	might	live	through	him.	(1	John	4:8-9)	
	
	

The	Exuberant	God	
He	is	the	radiance	of	the	glory	of	God	and	the	exact	imprint	of	his	nature,	and	he	
upholds	the	universe	by	the	word	of	his	power.	(Hebrews	1:3)	

hypostatis	in	ekstasis		

God	did	not	create	out	of	deficiency.		

The	God	who	made	the	world	and	everything	in	it,	being	Lord	of	heaven	and	
earth,	does	not	live	in	temples	made	by	man,	nor	is	he	served	by	human	hands,	

as	though	he	needed	anything,	since	he	himself	gives	to	all	mankind	life	and	
breath	and	everything.	(Acts	17:24-25)	

Creation	exists	so	the	love	of	the	Father	for	the	Son	would	be	shared		
Father,	I	desire	that	they	also,	whom	you	have	given	me,	may	be	with	me	where	I	

am,	to	see	my	glory	that	you	have	given	me	because	you	loved	me	before	the	
foundation	of	the	world.	O	righteous	Father,	even	though	the	world	does	not	

know	you,	I	know	you,	and	these	know	that	you	have	sent	me.	I	made	known	to	
them	your	name,	and	I	will	continue	to	make	it	known,	that	the	love	with	which	

you	have	loved	me	may	be	in	them,	and	I	in	them.”	(John	17:24-26)	

	

“God’s	goodness	is	a	communicative,	spreading	goodness...	If	God	had	not	a	
communicative,	spreading	goodness,	he	would	never	have	created	the	world.	The	
Father,	Son	and	Holy	Ghost	were	happy	in	themselves	and	enjoyed	one	another	
before	the	world	was.	But	that	God	delights	to	communicate	and	spread	his	
goodness,	there	had	never	been	a	creation	nor	a	redemption.	God	uses	his	
creatures	not	for	defect	of	power,	that	he	can	do	nothing	without	them,	but	for	
the	spreading	of	his	goodness...	”	–	Richard	Sibbes	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

We	are	not	sufficient	
	
4	Such	is	the	confidence	that	we	have	through	Christ	toward	God.	5	Not	that	we	

are	sufficient	in	ourselves	to	claim	anything	as	coming	from	us,	but	our	
sufficiency	is	from	God,	6	who	has	made	us	sufficient	to	be	ministers	of	a	new	

covenant...	(2	Corinthians	3:4-6)	
	

And	my	God	will	supply	every	need	of	yours	according	to	his	riches	in	glory	in	
Christ	Jesus.	(Philippians	4:19)	

	
33	Oh,	the	depth	of	the	riches	and	wisdom	and	knowledge	of	God!	How	

unsearchable	are	his	judgments	and	how	inscrutable	his	ways!	34	“For	who	has	
known	the	mind	of	the	Lord,	or	who	has	been	his	counselor?”	35	“Or	who	has	

given	a	gift	to	him	that	he	might	be	repaid?”	36	For	from	him	and	through	him	
and	to	him	are	all	things.	To	him	be	glory	forever.	Amen.	(Romans	11:33-36)	

	
	


